450        A STUDENT'S HISTORY OF EDUCATION
six-year course based on the first seven years of the Volks-
schule, was created about the same time as the Deutsche
Oberschule, and renders university training available to
pupils who have taken the ordinary elementary course.
It was largely established in rural districts, where second-
ary facilities were meager, in buildings formerly occupied
by the elementary normal schools (see p. 454). The
course and methods of these two new types of secondary
institution are still somewhat in a formative state, but they
have already helped Germany to secure the benefit of
more of her genius at a time when this is sadly needed.
About a decade later another type of secondary school,
known as the Nationalpolitische Institut (" national-
political institute")? began to be developed. This is a
boarding school and is intended to prepare leaders for the
Nazi conception of society and government. Through it
have been started some new traditions in education. The
pupils of these institutions are not selected according to
their parents' means or social status, but because of their
own personal capacities. Besides an entrance examina-
tion, they must successfully pass a probationary period.
Even then the youths are not assured of positions as
leaders, since it is only through actual experience that the
future leaders can be revealed. To these gifted students
are afforded vocational guidance and professional assist-
ance, with a view to placing each in the position where he
can best serve the state.
Among the objectives sought by a " national institute "
are good comradeship, order, and discipline; and the pupils
are trained in scientific spirit, community life, and prac-
tical service. " Practical service " does not aim, as has
often been the case in school life, at accustoming the boys
to keep quiet, but rather at moving quickly and ener-